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Ruth W. Messinger

Ruth W. Messinger is president of American Jewish World Service (AJWS), an organization that works to alleviate poverty, hunger and disease in the developing world through support of grassroots social-change projects, and through policy advocacy, volunteer service and education about global justice within the Jewish community. Ms. Messinger assumed this role in 1998 following a 20-year career in public service in New York City. She has been among leading anti-genocide, peace and human rights advocates called upon to advise President Obama, and was recently appointed to the Obama administration’s newly formed Task Force on Global Poverty and Development. Ms. Messinger is a national leader in the movement to end the genocide in Sudan, and is involved in organizing faith-based efforts to secure human rights around the world. Ms. Messinger has received honorary degrees and awards from four major American rabbinical schools, and awards from the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the Women’s Funding Network and the American Jewish Committee. She is an active member of her congregation, the Society for the Advancement of Judaism. For seven consecutive years, she was among the Forward’s “50 most influential Jews of the year.” Ms. Messinger has three children, eight grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
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